2012 Rating Definitions

Beginner (Rating 1B) – Rider who has just started to be introduced to horses and horses on cattle for the first time.  Typically, consists of a youth or an adult rider just learning to ride.  A Rider who has never competed in any discipline of horse and rider competition.

Novice (Rating of 1 or 2) – Beginning rider learning to pen, sort, and ride at the same time or a person with some riding experience who is just learning to pen and sort. But has yet to show the consistency required to read cattle or be considered an amateur rider.

Amateur (Rating of 3, 4 or 5) – A good rider with good horsemanship and cattle skills. Places in local shows and sometimes places in regional shows. Can read cattle, is aggressive and will make minor errors that prevent them from consistently placing. Wins with open riders in Open and ProAm class. Limited hauling to National shows.
	#3 Rating - A rider considered just below the average Amateur rider. These are experienced penners and/or sorters that have continued to improve and advance within the rating system. 
	#4 Rating - A rider considered just above the #3 Rating and just below the #5 Rating. Does not consistently win like the #5 rated rider. 
	#5 Rating - A rider considered above the average Amateur who excels within the Amateur rating. Above average horsemanship and cattle reading skills.  Experienced penners and/or sorters who are competitive in Open and/or ProAm class.

Open (Rating of 6) – Experienced riders with professional ability or professional horseman whose abilities are superior to the Novice and Amateur riders. Exceptional riders with exceptional cattle skills, who excel within penning and/or sorting. An experienced rider, penner and/or sorter, who places consistently in local or regional shows or occasionally on a national level. 

Youth – (Rating Y) – Youth member 16 years of age as of January 1st of the penning/sorting year.
